Capsule Summary

Brownstown Historic District (Montgomery County #18/29)
Route 118, near Germantown
Germantown, Maryland
Public

The Brownstown Historic District was the site of a 19th
century community of freed slaves. It was named for an early
settler, William Brown, and at one time had its own shcool and
church.

The only remnant of the community is the small abandoned

frame schoolhouse.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In the late 19th century there was a small community of
blacks living on the Darnestown-Germantown Road (Route 118),
not far from 0ld Germantown. Named Brownstown after one
William Brown, who lived in a log cabin in the area, the
community had a schoolhouse and a church by 1878. The first
church services;for-membeks of the community were held in
William Brown's cabin, built of logs on~ten acres of lang
which he purchased in 1868, :

In the 1970's, the Brownstown Historic District was placed
on the Montgomery County Atlas of Historic Sites as a poten-
tial historic district, subject to additional research and
bresentation to the Historic District Commission for review.

In reviewing the proposed district, the Commission
found that the area lacked a sufficient concentration of
historic resources to warrent designation. The house belonging
to William Brown was dismantled and moved to the Lathrop
Smith Outdoor Education Center in 1979, for use in a "Pioneer
Homestead" program. The building is now the property of
the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
The Brownstown Schoolhouse, which still stands on Route
118, is abandoned and in poor condition. The building has
been evaluated for placement on the Master Plan by the
Historic Preservation Commission and rejected. Nearby,
on Black Rock Road, is a black church which dates from
1959; but it is on the site which has been used for a
church by the black community since the late 1800's.

The Commission voted to delete the Brownstown Historic
District from the Atlas at their meeting in October, 1984,
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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To: Montgomery County Historic Preservation Community'
From: Lois Snyderman, Research Assistant

Subject: Proposed Historic District, Brownstown (18/29)
Date: October 29, 1984

It is my recommendation that the proposed Brown-

‘stone Historic District be deleted from the Atlas of

Historic Sites because of insufficient historic re-
sources. The hduse which belonged to William Brown,
for whom the 19th century community which existed

in this area (a black community) was named, was moved
to the Lathrop Smith Outdoor Education Center in 1979.
Located on Muncaster Mill Road, Norbeck, Maryland, it
is used for edycational purposes as part of the
"pioneer Homestead" program. The property is now
owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.

. The Brownétown School House, which is still
standing on Route 118, in very poor condition and
abandoned, has already been evaluated for placement

~on the Montgom%ry County Master Plan and rejected.

Because of this area's history as a black settle-
ment, some type of historic marker might be considered.
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' ié)zsh Brownstown ﬁistcric

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION _

See correspondence dated May 9, 1988

ACTION TAXKEN

APPENDIX A
SITES NOT RECOMMENDED FOR REGULATION UNDER THE

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CRDINANCE CHAPTER 24A OF THE
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CODE

The following sites have been raeviewed by the Montgomery

County Historic Preservation Commission and were found not to

merit designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation.
If not included in the Master Plan, these resources may be
removed from the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in
Montoomerv Countv. If removed from the Locational Atlas, the
site will no longer be governed by the Moratorium on Alteraticn
and Demolition, Section 24A-10 of the County’s Historic
Preservation Ordinance. The sites will, however, remain on the
Maryland Historical Trust’s Inventory.

The following sites were found by the Preservation
Commission toc be too greatly altered from the pericd of their
architectural or historical significance or not to meet Ordinance
criteria for designation.

rowns Black Rock Rd. & Rt. 118
District Germantown, MD :
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Brownstown Survey District
Germantown Road (MD 118)
Germantown Quadrangle




